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biggest screen scoop in years! ... 
This 600 line advertisement #& 
is only the opening shot of the 
Strand’s big newspaper barrage. 
That’s the only way to play up 
the timeliness of this show: The 
ads on the next five pages 
are yours to bolster up your 
showings of this topical 
attraction, which is just as 
strong as Warner’s other 
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1 JOEL MctR 
BRENDA MARSHALL 


WARNER BROS.’ Story of the Hour...Scoop of the Year! 


ESPIONAGE 
wun AGENT 


JEFFREY LYNN - GEO. BANCROFT | 









Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue + From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner + A First National Picture 


Mat 401 — 10 inches x 4 cols. (552 lines) — 60c 





OFFICIAL BILLING 


WARNER BROS. 40% 
Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 
JOEL McCREA - BRENDA MARSHALL 
100% 
in 
“ESPIONAGE AGENT” 100% 
with 
: JEFFREY LYNN © GEORGE BANCROFT cox 
Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue 3% 
From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner 2% 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon 25% 
A First National Picture 3% 
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THE TIME: 
HISTORY’S MOST 
EXCITING DAYS! 


THE PLACE: 
THE DANGER ZONES 
OF THE WORLD! 


THE ACTION: 
THE MOST THRILLING 
EVER SCREENED! 


BRENDA MARSHALL 

Warner Bros.’ Exciting 

, DIFFERENT Glamour 
Discovery! 


THREE MUSKETEERS of Uncle Sam's 
foreign service...fighting deadlier dangers than 
G-Men ,.....winning greater battles than any Army! 





JEFFREY LYNN - GEORGE BANCROFT 
ALIN) 


Rigas 






Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner « A First Nat'l Picture 


Directed by Lloyd Bacon 





Mat 301 — 10% inches x 3 cols. (426 lines) — 45c 


FOLLOW THE HEROES OF THE U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE 
ON SECRET MISSIONS HEADLINES DARE NOT REVEAL! 


aes 


JOEL McCREA 


BRENDA 


fee © =6MARSHALL 


Exciting Star Discovery, in 


JOEL 


McCREA 


BRENDA 


WARNER BROS. 





: icons S Topical 
GUN) JEFFREY LYNN-GEORGE BANCROFT - Directed by Lloyd Bacon Presented by WARNER BROS. Bombshell! 
WY Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghve + From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner + A First Nat'l Picture os % 
ffrey LYNN - George BANCROFT M a lingh | “ JEFFREY LYNN 
See een. Wines axes puameamen 4 )'nenes x4 cols, (82 lines} “ware GEORGE BANCROFT 


Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier & Frank Donoghve 
From an Original Story by Robert H. Buckner + A First Nat'l Picture Directed by Lloyd Bacon: Screen Play by Warren Duff, 
Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue * From an Original 
Story by Robert Henry Buckner’ A First National Picture 





Mat 113 : Mat 114 
3% inches (46 lines) — 15c 3% inches (53 lines) — 15c 
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MY ASSIGNMENT 


is to be where there’s 
trouble...ready for it 
before it breaks out! 


MY ASSIGNMENT , 


is to break up the ° 
Capitol’s espionage 
circle...at any cost! 


MY ASSIGNMENT 


is the world—to guard 
Americans... and 
America from peril! 










JOEL BRENDA 


McCREA-MARSHALL 


in WARNER BROS.’ Headline Bombshell 


ESPIONAGE 






Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue - From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner « A First National Picture 


Mat 302 — 6!/ inches x 3 cols. (270 lines) — 45c 


You’ve Never Heard His Name... 
You’ve Never Seen His Face... 


BUT A DOZEN TIMES HE’S 
SAVED YOUR LIFE! 


ESPIONAGE 
AGENT 


Wherever There’s Trouble...You'll Find Him! 


Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner «A First Nat'l Picture 


Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue 


From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner * A First Nat'l Picture NY 





Mat 207 — 5 inches x 2 cols. (140 lines) — 30c Mat 210 — 4% inches x 2 cols. (118 lines) — 30c 
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THE G-MEN 


gripped you with 
their adventures! 


THE T-MEN 


thrilled you with 


their courage! 


NOW YOU'LL CHEER 


The unknown heroes of 
our Foreign Service! 


JEFFREY LYNN-GEORGE BANCROFT: Directed by Lloyd Bacon + Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghve + From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner » A First Nat'l Picture 


Mat 212 — 2% inches x 2 cols. (66 lines) — 30c 


"TO KEEP AMERICANS AND 
AMERICA OUT OF TROUBLE!" 


Least known of our 
Service heroes, he 
fights deadlier 
foes than the 
G-Men...wins 
greater battles 
than any 

army! 


JOEL McCREA 


MARSHALL 


Year’s Most 


‘JEFFREY LYNN 
GEORGE BANCROFT 


Directed by Lloyd Bacon 


Sereen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank 
Donoghue * From an Original Story by Rober! H. Buckner 
A First National Picture 





Mat 109 
6 inches (84 lines) — 15c 


FOLLOW THE UNKNOWN HEROES OF 
UNCLE SAM’S FOREIGN SERVICE... 









BRENDA MARSHALL 
Sensational Discovery? \ 


They’re there before troubl 
breaks, the unsung heroes of 






our Foreign Service! No glory, 





on. McCREA 
MARSHALL 


no reward...only the job of 





keeping Americans 





and America out 





of danger! 







Directed by 
- Lloyd Bacon 


. 
Screen Play by Warren 
Duff, Michael Fessier 
and Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story with 


by — aay seats George Bancroft 


A First National ‘Picture 
nL 


Vv 


Mat 209 — 4'%4 inches x 2 cols. (120 lines) — 30c 








or 
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BRENDA MARSHALL 


a new discovery 
a new thrill! 


Ge Men and 
ht to destroy 


as they su 
against 


’ HRILL | 
wow YOULL TRI 


Foreign Service 
into ea 


as our 
of the 
pacye,” 1 


For them no fame and glory! But the fate of our 


country hangs in the balance as they outwit 
disaster today...so we may not face it tomorrow! 


— JOEL McCREA 





WY 
‘Jeffrey Lynn - George Bancroft 


Directed by Lloyd Bacon 
Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner - A First National Picture 


Mat 206 — 9 inches x 2 cols. (250 lines) — 30c 


TWO ADS ON ONE MAT 
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JEFFREY LYNN - GEORGE BANCROFT 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon * Presented by WARNER BROS. 
Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier & Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story:-by Robert H. Buckner ® A First Nat'l Picture 
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Wherever There’s DANGER... You'll Find Him! 


JOEL McCREA = 










“AGENT 2 


JEFFREY LYNN - GEORGE BANCROFT 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon © Presented by WARNER BROS. 
Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michae}:Fessier & Frank Donoghue 
From an Original Story by Robert H.:Buckner ® A First Nat'l Picture 


I'/ inches (22 lines) 
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and in Publicity 
Espionage Agent 





Hits the Headlines 
With Timeliness 











‘Espionage Agent’, Timely Film, 
Coming To The Strand Friday 


Warner Bros. Picture With Joel McCrea, Brenda 
Marshall, Depicts Grave Danger From 
Sabotage When War Rages Abroad 


Spy-Catching 
Is Their Job! 


As timely and potent a warning as this nation has 


ever been given via the medium of motion pictures is con- 
tained in “Espionage Agent,” the Warner Bros. picture 
starring Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall, which opens 
at the Strand Theatre next Friday, the newest in the fall 
hit parade which has so far included “The Old Maid,” 
“Dust Be My Destiny,” and “A Child Is Born.” 


With uneanny foresight, the pic- 
ture, which was finished before 
the European war broke out, en- 
visages just such a situation as 
that in which the United States 
finds itself today—a wealthy and 
powerful neutral in a _ warring 
world, a nation which, while it 
does not supply any belligerent 
with direct implements of warfare, 
has become nevertheless the chief 
reliance of some of the warring 
countries for the necessities of life. 

The picture, at the outset, re- 
calls the extensive campaign of 
sabotage which was carried out in 
this country by agents of the cen- 
tral powers long before the United 
States entered the World War of 
1914-1918. Just as if the producers 
of the film knew in advance that 
another great European war would 
break out early in September, the 
picture tells a highly eredible tale 
of how agents of certain foreign 
countries have been making their 
plans for industrial sabotage in 
the United States. 

The warning that the picture 
conveys is that, unless Congress 
does something about it very 
quickly, this nation is almost pow- 





erless to cope with such espionage, 
for it has neither laws nor speci- 
fically designated agencies to deal 
with it. 

The plot of ‘‘ Espionage Agent’’ 
is, of course, fictional, however 
authentic the background and the 
conditions it depicts. It tells, in 
the main, the tale of a girl who 
has been a tool of a spy ring and 
of a young ‘‘career man’’ in the 
United States diplomatic service 
who marries this girl. 

Forced to resign from the serv- 
ice when the past history of his 
wife comes to light, the young dip- 
plomat and his wife engage in an 
engrossing and highly exciting en- 
deavor to circumvent by themselves 
the plotting of the spy ring for 
which the girl had once worked. 
Unaided, they succeed brilliantly 
after a series of hazardous adven- 
tures. 

Aside from McCrea and Miss 
Marshall, the latter a recruit from 
the stage who makes her motion 
picture debut in ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ the cast includes Jeffrey 
Lynn, George Banzroft, Stanley 
Ridges and James Stephenson. 


Mat 108—15e 
Joel McCrea and Brenda Mar- 


shall, new star discovery, who 
will star in “Espionage Agent.” 





Espionage Film Newest 
In Strand’s Hit Parade 


Newest in the Strand Theatre’s 
fall hit parade, which began with 
such notable Warner Bros. pro- 
ductions as ‘‘The Old Maid,’’ 
‘<Dust Be My Destiny’’ and ‘‘A 
Child Is Born,’’ is ‘‘ Espionage 
Agent,’’ a timely story of the 
breath-taking adventures of those 
unknown guardians of America’s 
peace, the foreign service. 

Joel McCrea and Brenda Mar- 
shall (hailed by preview critics as 
the most exciting star discovery 
of the year) are starred, with Jeff- 
rey Lynn and George Bancroft 
heading the supporting cast. There 
is an unusual love story involving 
McCrea as a young ‘‘career man’’ 
in the diplomatic service, and Miss 
Marshall as a homeless, orphaned 
girl who has become the tool of a 
foreign spy ring. Shortly after 
their marriage, the young diplo- 
mat is forced to resign from the 
service when his wife’s connection 
with the spy ring becomes known. 
To redeem themselves, the couple 
sets out on a hazardous venture, 
that of breaking up the spy ring 
with which the wife was once in- 
volved. Lloyd Bacon, one of the 
aces of Warner Bros., directed. 


% 








Mat 204—230c 
“Espionage Agent,” timely Warner Bros. film of Uncle Sam’s 
trouble-shooters in diplomatic service, comes into the Strand Theatre 
Friday. Above are Joel McCrea, Brenda Marshall and Jeffrey Lynn 
in a danger-packed scene from the picture. 








. Brenda Marshall are co-starred, 


p CAST of CHARACTERS 





Barry Corea s'® |. 3). 8050) 1c eee eS JOEL McCREA 
Brenda Rotlird 02 9G. se BRENDA MARSHALL 
Losaelt. CF amritipiams, pe ee ee Bos Jeffrey Lynn 
Dudley Garrett Hees ein oer ee ek George Bancroft 
Hewiilion Peyiagee. vis) o Goes, ee Os Stanley Ridges 
Dr. Rader 
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Lg ee ee Emmet Vogan 
PRODUCTION 
Directed ‘b3@e-...:..., ct -.....co aterm .. ok LLOYD BACON 


Screen Play by Warren Duff, Michael Fessier, Frank Donoghue; 
From an Original Story by Robert Henry Buckner; Director of Pho- 
tography, Charles Rosher, A.S.C.; Art Director, Carl Jules Weyl; Dia- 
logue Director, Jo Graham; Film Editor, Ralph Dawson, Wardrobe 
by Milo Anderson; Music by Adolph Deutsch; Sound by Francis J. 
Scheid; Makeup Artist, Pere Westmore; Musical Director, Leo F. 
Forbstein. 


STORY SYNOPSIS 
(Not for publication) Brenda Ballard (Brenda Marshall) homeless 
wanderer in Europe, meets the spy chieftain of an international ring, 
who forges an American passport for her. At the American embassy 
she meets Barry Corvall, (Joel McCrea) career man in the U. S. dip- 
lomatic service. They return home together and are married on the 
high seas. In Washington she again meets the spy, who threatens 
to expose her unless she helps him get military information. She 
makes a clean breast of it, and although he has to resign from the 
diplomatic service, the two of them accept an unofficial assignment 
—to track down the spy ring in Europe. Through European capitals 
they trace the spies, daily flirting with death until they accomplish 
their mission. Having obtained the complete plans from the spies, 
they furnish the State department with the evidence necessary to ar- 
rest the spies in American industries, prepared to destroy factories 
in time of war. Although Barry cannot return to the diplomatic 
service, they receive the official thanks of the government, and re- 


tire to private life. 





Joel McCrea Stars 
In ‘Espionage Agent’ 


Strand to Show New 
Star, Brenda Marshall 


Latest in the Strand Theatre’s 
succession of outstanding screen 
hits of the new season, ‘‘ Espionage 
Agent,’’ Warner Bros.’ new and 
timely production, will open there 
on Friday. With a cast headed by 
Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall 
(Hollywood’s most exciting new 
star discovery), the film tells of 
the amazing adventures of Amer- 
ica’s foreign agents who guard our 
far-flung frontiers against in- 
trigues, plot and sabotage. The 
time is now, during history’s most 
dangerous days, and the scenes are 
the danger zones of the world. 
Lloyd Bacon directed from the 
screen play by Warren Duff. 


As timely as today’s radio news 
flash is ‘‘ Espionage Agent,’’ lat- 
est in the Strand Theatre’s fall 
hit parade of Warner Bros.’ pro- 
ductions which has already inelud- 
ed ‘‘The Old Maid,’’ ‘‘Dust Be 
My Destiny’’ and ‘‘A Child Is 
Born.’’ The film, which will open 
at the Strand on Friday, depicts 
the breath taking adventures of 
Uncle Sam’s foreign legion, the 
agents who protect this nation 
against the secret plots of belliger- 
ent countries. Joel McCrea and 


with Jeffrey Lynn and George 
Bancroft heading the supporting 
cast. Lloyd Bacon directed. 





FLASH... ESPIONAGE AGENT’... ITS EXCITING TIMELY SCOOP... START YOUR EXPLOITATION WITH A CONTEST 
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DECODING CONTEST TO BUILD INTEREST 
IN YOUR ‘ESPIONAGE AGENT SHOWING 


Put five of your scene cuts to double use with this five-day Decoding Contest 
in addition to regular use as publicity plants. This contest ties in with the 
espionage-codes-secret message angles in the picture and should find ready 
entrants in all contest and cryptogram lovers. Idea is to decode the message 
in each caption, the solution depending on discovering the key (see below). 





(First Day) (Second Day) 





Scene Mat 202—30c 
In his report to his superiors, Joel McCrea wrote: “I visited 
Rader that night and in the presence of Brenda Marshall 
told him that he must TVIR GUR CYNAF GB ZR. He re- 


fused my demand.” (Correct answer: Give the plans to me. ) 


Scene Mat 201—230c 


George Bancroft, afraid that there were dictaphones con- 
cealed in his office, asked Joel McCrea to write his message 
in code. This is what he wrote: “YV YRNIR SBE CNEVF 
GBZBEEBJ.”’ (Correct answer: I leave for Paris tomorrow. ) 








THIRD DAY: (Pick up scene mat 108 on page 8) FOURTH DAY: (Pick up scene mat 204 on page 8) 


Joel McCrea, Brenda Marshall and Jeffrey Lynn have been iden- 
tified by the espionage ring. Realizing they are in danger, the 
trio has received orders in code to FUBBG GB XVYY. (Correct 


answer: Shoot to kill.) 


Requesting further instructions, Joel McCrea cabled: “They pur- 
sued Brenda Marshall and me through the street but we finally 
eluded them by taking refuge VA BHE NTRAG’F UBHFR. Shall 


we remain here?” (Correct answer: In our agent’s house. ) 








FIFTH DAY: (Pick up scene mat 205 on page 10) 


ABCDEFGHI | KLM 
Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall have been followed aboard Zz 


NOPORSTUVWX Y 


(A equals N; N equals A; B equals O; 
O equals B; etc.) 


KEY TO 
CODE 


ship by spies. Under the guise of bantering she has slipped him 
this warning note: JR NER ORVAT JNGPURQ! (Correct ans- 


wer: We are being watched. ) 








Current Events 


“Current Events Test’? to tie in 
with the timeliness of “Espionage 
Agent.” Also conduct school es- 
say contest on “week’s most sig- 
nificant European news.” 


‘Service’ Film Quiz 


A one-shot contest you can print 
on the back of your heralds or 
for your mailing programs. 


1. Who is the president of Poland? 
(Moscicki) 


2. Who is commander of the French 
army forces? (Gamelin) 


lege, West Point? (FLIRTATION 
WALK) 


2. What film, starring Dick Powell 





4 

b 
1. What film, starring Dick Powell, 
Ruby Keeler and Pat O’Brien, was 
concerned with America’s army col- 


and Ruby Keeler, was concerned 
with America’s navy college, An- 


napolis? (SHIPMATES FOREVER) 


3. What film, starring James Cag- 
ney and Pat O’Brien, was concern- 
ed wth America’s Navy? (HERE 
COMES THE NAVY) 


4. What film, starring George 
Brent, John Payne and Olivia de 
Havilland, was concerned with 
America’s Navy Air Corps? 
(WINGS OF THE NAVY) 


5. What film, starring George Brent 
and Wayne Morris, was concerned 
with America’s submarine force? 


(SUBMARINE D-1) 


6. What film, starring Joel McCrea, 
Brenda Marshall and Jeffrey Lynn, 
was concerned with America’s dip- 
lomatic corps? (ESPIONAGE 
AGENT) 





Order Mat 2V0i#s—sve 
One-day contest may be handled by either newspaper or 
by reproduction on heralds. Idea is to follow the ‘‘Espion- 
age Agent” from London to Moscow on a “trail of inter- 
national intrigue.’”’ Passes or prizes are awarded to certain 
number of correct solutions, depending on your situation. 


3. What British cabinet member is 
repeating the job he held in 1914? 
(Churchill) 

4. What is the Limes line? (Ger- 
man defense, Western front) 

5. Where is the Maginot line? 
(eastern France) 

6. Name three European countries 
which are neutral. (Portugal, Swe- 
den, Norway) 

7. What day did England declare 
war on Germany? (Sept. 3, 1939) 
8. What North Sea canal is playing 
an important part in the present 
war? (Kiel) 

9. What was the first major ship 
to be torpedoed in the war? (Athe- 
nia) 

10. Great Britain has said, ‘“We 
have declared war, not on Germany, 
but on...’’ (Hitlerism) 


hy My, Ln hy i, Lo, Me, hi, Mr, Mr, Mi, hr, Mn, Ml, Mr, Mi, Mr, Md, Mr, Mtn, Mr, Ml, Mn, Mn, Mr, Mr, Mr, Mn, Mr, Mn, Mn, Mn, Mi, Mn, Mn, Mn, Mn, Mr, 
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More Publicity and Exploitation Follow on Alternating Pages —» 
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ADVANCE PUBLICITY—‘ESPIONAGE AGENT?’ 








‘Espionage Agent’ Accurately 
Parallels World Events 


Joel McCrea - Brenda Marshall Film Coming 
To Strand Calls Turn on Recent Events 


Amazing foresight in calling the turn on recent events 
was disclosed when the Warner Bros. picture entitled 
“Espionage Agent,” which opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, was shown to the audience of a neighborhood 
theatre on the outskirts of Los Angeles at a sneak preview 
only three days after the outbreak of general hostilities 


in Europe. 

The audience sat stunned and 
spellbound. They knew the pic- 
ture wasn’t a newsreel, for the 
characters were fictitious, but 
there was so much of it that pa- 
ralleled events they had just 
heard about over the radio or 
read about in their newspapers 
that they didn’t know quite what 
to make of it. It was a new ex- 
perience in the theatre for them. 

They might have been even 
more mystified, and impressed, if 
they had known that the picture 
had been completed a full month 
before the night of the sneak 
preview. 

“Espionage Agent” recalls at 
the outset what happened in this 
country in 1915 and 1916, when 
agents of the Central Powers en- 
gaged in sabotage which result- 
ed in the loss of many American 
lives and the destruction of mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of indus- 
trial property, supplies and com- 
modities. 

Then it brings the matter right 
down to the present, showing the 
nations of Europe again headed 
for war — in fact the succession 
of events is so realistically set 
forth that the last day of the 
picture might well be the very 
day before the war actually be- 
gan, and the spectator is left 
with the very definite impression 
that war is going to break out. 

The picture very plausibly sets 
forth that agents of certain for- 
eign countries have been bend- 
ing their efforts again to prepare 
for sabotage in this country if 
the United States again becomes 
the chief source of supply for 
foodstuffs, arms and ammunition 
for the Allies of 1939. 

It depicts in relentless fashion 
how inadequate the laws and 
agencies of the United States are 
to cope with this menace. The 
fact that, in the fictional plot, 
Joel McCrea, the star, resigns 
from the consular service to en- 
gage, as a virtual lone wolf, in 
a very clever bit of counter-es- 
pionage that circumvents a Ger- 
man sabotage scheme does not 
lessen the impact of the film’s 
message. 

The fact that war has actually 
broken out in Europe, as so con- 
fidently foreshadowed in the film, 
was what made it so grimly 
pointed as to evoke gasps of as- 
tonishment from the audience. 





‘Espionage Agent’ 
Actors Had To 
Know Geography 


Joel McCrea and Jeffrey Lynn, 
while they were working together 
in ‘‘Hspionage Agent,’’ the War- 
ner Bros. picture opening Friday 
at the Strand Theatre, found 
themselves with more to study than 
merely their ‘‘lines.’’ Each day 
the two actors were led over to 
large maps of the world by di- 
rector Lloyd Bacon and were given 
an hour’s study of geography. 

The maps used by director Ba- 
con in his daily geography lesson 
showed Europe in 1914—before 
the first World War—and_ the 
many subsequent maps necessitat- 
ed by the shifting boundaries of 
the past three years. 

It was not for amusement that 
director Bacon went through the 
daily geography lesson but to ac- 
quaint his actors with the story 
of ‘‘Espionage Agent,’’ which in- 
volves international intrigue. 

McCrea almost broke up one 
‘“lesson’’ when he noticed that a 
map showing the South Pole re- 
gions did not include the discov- 
eries of an old friend, Admiral 
Richard Evelyn Byrd. McCrea re- 
fused to go on with his lesson un- 
til a new map showing Hearst 
Land, Byrd Land and _ Rupert 
Land was procured. 


‘Espionage Agent’? New 
Warner Service Film 


Warner Bros. have added one 
more hit to their great collection 
of Service dramas. In the past their 
pictures have dealt with the Amer- 
ican forces on land, sea, air and 
under water. They now show you 
the diplomatic corps in action. 
You saw the army at school in 
*‘Flirtation Walk’’ ... the Air 
Force in ‘‘Wings of the Navy’’ 
and the underwater service in 
‘“Submarine D-1.’’ Now in their 
latest great hit, ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ coming to the Strand 
Friday, they show you Uncle 
Sam’s Foreign Service -at work. 
Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall 
are co-starred in the film, which 
was directed by Lloyd Bacon. 














Mat 205—30c 


Brenda Marshall, exciting new star discovery, and Joel McCrea have 
a shipboard romance in their co-starring film “Espionage Agent,” 
which comes to the Strand Theatre Friday. 


Mat 105—15e 


Joel McCrea, as one of Uncle 
Sam’s foreign legion in “Espio- 
nage Agent,” breath-taking and 
timely drama opening at the 
Strand on Friday. 





Mexican Senators Laud 


Beauty Of New Star 


Brenda Marshall received 
her first international honors 
recently when four Senators 
of the Republic of Mexico 
and the Chief of Police of 
the Federal District of Mex- 
ico City pronounced the Hol- 
lywood newcomer as_ being 
the loveliest girl they had 
seen in the United States. The 
Mexican officials presented 
the young Warner Bros. star 
with a scroll inviting her to 
attend the next session of the 
Senate as an official guest. 

After spending several 
hours watching Miss Marshall 
work with Joel McCrea in 
“Espionage Agent,” the Mex- 
ican politicos were invited by 
director Lloyd Bacon te 
luncheon in the Warner stu- 
dio’s Green Room, after 
which they left by auto for 
Mexicali to meet President 
Cardenas of Mexico. 





Milky Way To Health 


Brenda Marshall, who plays the 
feminine lead in ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. picture 
opening Friday at the Strand The- 
atre, believes that no other food 
has the health-giving qualities of 
milk. The young actress keeps her 
weight up regardless of how busy 
her life becomes by drinking 
glasses of half milk and _ half 
cream between all meals and al- 
ways choosing ‘‘cream’’ desserts 
at mealtime. Externally, she uses 
rich cream for a nightly hand mas- 
sage, and once a week takes a 
warm milk sponge bath. 





From WPA Theatre To 
Film Stardom In 3 Months 


Brenda Marshall’s First Film Role Is Co-Starring One 
With Joel McCrea in “Espionage Agent” 


The little girl with the big hazel 
eyes and the dark brown hair 
stood in the middle of the long 
line that filed past the Federal 
Theatre Project paymaster back- 
stage of a New York theatre. 

The last performance of the 
three-month run of George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s ‘‘On the Rocks’’ had 
been complet- 
ed. Cast, crew 
and te¢ hni- 
cians were re- 
ceiving their 
last pay check 
—$22.77 each. 

When the 
little girl with 
the big eyes 
reached the 
pay window, 
she passed her 
id enti fica tion 
card through 





Mat 104—15c 

Brenda Marshall ‘© window 

and automat- 

ically repeated the words she had 

been repeating each week for near- 

ly nine months: ‘‘ Number 700574 
—Ardis Gaines.’’ 


That was early last December 
and the 103 pounds of Ardis 
Gaines walked out on the cold New 
York street. She had rehearsed 
the leading role in the Shaw piece 
for nearly seven months and had 
played it for three. 


During those three months Ar- 
dis found herself with a fluttering 
heart on three separate and dis- 
tinct occasions. _ The first was 
when Twentieth Century-Fox gave 
her a screen test. 


The second flutter came when 
Metro Goldwyn-Mayer gave her a 
screen test. The third cardiac dis- 
turbance followed Paramount’s re- 
quest that she emote before their 
cameras. 


The first two tests to use the 
description of the 23 year-old girl, 
were definitely ‘‘n.g.’’ For some 
unknown reason she never did get 
a report on the Paramount test. 
But, unknown to her, executives 
of the Warner Bros. Studio in 
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Hollywood saw that Paramount 
test. 

Time, as it will, stumbled on 
and Ardis Gaines found her mea- 
ger funds dwindling with her 
hopes and ambitions until three 
o’clock of the afternoon of May 
4. A eryptic telegram told her 
to catch the 6:20 p.m. plane for 
Hollywood. Warner Bros. wanted 
to look her over. 

Ardis caught the plane with a 
few minutes to spare. Twenty 
hours later she appeared on the 
Warner lot nervous and shaking. 

The next ten days were of the 
dot and dash variety: Tests... 


make-up ... wardrobe .. . hair- 
dressers ... Cameras ... a con- 
tract... her first part (an im- 


portant one as the feminine lead 
opposite Joel McCrea in ‘‘ Espio- 
nage Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. 
picture coming Friday to the 
Strand Theatre) ...a change of 
name that brought forth tears. 

Today she is Brenda Marshall. 
Mark the name well, as the ex- 
perts at the Warner Bros. Studio 
claim she has everything it takes. 
She is glamorous but director 
Lloyd Bacon says she is equally 
endowed with natural acting abil- 
ity. She wears clothes so well that 
Howard Shoup, one of Warners’ 
designers, claims she rivals even 
the clothes-wearing talents and 
charms of Kay Francis. In other 
words, Warners are quite sure they 
have a new star in the making. 
Her work in ‘‘ Espionage Agent,’’ 
which is outstandingly fine, only 
served to confirm their opinion. 

Brenda was born on her father’s 
sugar plantation on the Island of 
Negros in the Philippines and was 
educated in Manila and San An- 
tonio, Texas. She spent two stren- 
uous years studying voice and dra- 
matics at Texas State College for 
Women; two years at a New Yo.k 
dramatic school and some time in 
summer stock in New England. 
Then came ‘‘On the Rocks’’ fol- 
lowed by the call to Hollywood— 
and the metamorphosis of Brenda 
Marshall was complete. 


New Film Has 
Background 
Of All Europe 


“Espionage Agent’? Of- 
fers Vicarious Cook’s 
Tour for Film Patrons 


For many decades the United 
States Navy won recruits with the 
slogan: ‘‘Join the Navy and See 
the World,’’ but now Warner 
Bros. might well paraphrase that 
slogan and advertise: ‘‘See ‘ Es- 
pionage Agent’ and you’ll see the 
world.’’ 

‘“‘Espionage Agent’’ is the 
timely Warner Bros. film opening 
next Friday at the Strand Thea- 
tre with Joel McCrea, Brenda 
Marshall and Jeffrey Lynn, and 
it has such an international back- 
ground that when Carl Weyl, the 
art director who was to design the 
sets, read the script, he told Lloyd 
Bacon, the director, that ‘‘ Never 
have we had a seript showing so 
many different cities and localities 
in so many different nations.’? 

Bacon assured Weyl that the 
script was okay and then Weyl put 
his crew of designers, artists, en- 
gineers, builders and architects on 
a 24-hour basis as the many and 
varied scenes were laid out on 
huge drafting boards. 

When Weyl had the more than 
150 scenes laid out and work was 
started on them he started to heave 
a sigh of relief—but the sigh was 
never finished, as an office boy 
brought him the script of a pro- 
logue to the story, which called for 
added scenes. 

The main story being in the 
present, Weyl had been saved con- 
siderable research work and had 
not had to worry about the styles 
and customs of another era. 


Shows World War Events 


But the prologue called for the 
background of events which took 
place between 1915 and 1917. Al- 
though they are shown in montage, 
Weyl nevertheless had to plan spe- 
cial sets as the backgrounds for the 
brief flashes of such events as the 
Black Tom explosion; the sinking 
of an American freighter in 1916; 
and the firing of munitions fac- 
tories. 

When Wey! finally completed his 
work, he called for the property 
and special effects department 
heads at the Warner studio and 
gave them the complete scenic 
outline of ‘‘Espionage Agent.’’ 
And these two departments found 
themselves with one of the largest 
jobs ever assigned them for a sin- 
gle picture. 

The special effects department 
provided the explosions, fires and 
wars, while the prop department 
had to provide special coding and 
decoding machines and other para- 
phernalia used by spies, 300 head 
of cattle, 100 horses, dogs, cats, 
burros, mules, donkeys, goats, 
geese and chickens. 

The matter of transportation 
alone included two great ocean 
liners, several Continental trains, 
half a dozen different types of 
airplanes, carriages, carts and 
wagons—each representative of a 
different country. Nineteen dif- 
ferent types of automobiles were 
used, from small American makes 
to expensive foreign ears. 


Chose Career At Five 


When Nana Bryant, who plays 
Joel MceCrea’s mother in ‘‘ Espio- 
nage Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. 
picture at the Strand Theatre, was 
5) years old her mother carried her 
through a snow storm to see her 
first play on a Cincinnati stage. 
On that day she decided to become 
an actress, and on her sixteenth 
birthday she joined a one night 
stand road show that played al- 
most every town that boasted a 
railroad station in the United 
States and Canada. Sinze that 
time she has played in stock com- 
panies, on Broadway and is eur- 
rently one of the busiest players. 






FOLLOWING ANN SHERIDAN, GERALDINE FITZGERALD AND JANE BRYAN. . . 






GUMES WARNER BROS.’ LATEST STAR DISCOVERY... BRENDA MARSHALL 


A NAME FOR BRENDA MARSHALL 


Get a name for Brenda Marshall, ‘“‘The Year’s Most Exciting Screen 
Discovery!” If Ann Sheridan is the “oomph girl,” what would you 
call Brenda Marshall? Quiz your patrons as they leave theatre to 
make suggestions. Tie in with your local paper to get reader sug- 
gestions. Use still blow-ups, ballot box and tally board in lobby. 
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BRENDA MARSHALL 





PROFILE SKETCH 


Born on one of the Philippine Islands on 
September 29, 1915 . Studied in the 
Dramatic College of Madame Ouspenskaya 
. » Spent 1937 and ’38 in summer stock 
. Obtained lead role in the New York 
Federal Theatre production of “On The 
Rocks’’. . . Success brought a Warner Bros. 
contract and starring roles ... Is married 
to Richard Gaines, noted stage actor. 


BRENDA'S PHOTOS IN LADIES’ SHOPS 


Brenda Marshall is the most exciting discovery to come to the screen 
in this season. Sell her with dealer tie-ups and newspaper breaks. 
Plant these tie-up stills with your local merchants: evening dress — 
BM 14; fur cape — BM 26; su‘t — BM 35; swagger coat — BM 338. 
Order complete set for 30c; individually, 10c. Consult the publicity 
section for further fashion and beauty material to place with your 
newspaper editor. 3 


@ 
Lipstick Stunt 


Conduct a contest to find 
the lipstick impression most 
like Brenda Marshall’s. Im- 
print napkins with lip out- 
line, supposedly hers, and 
distribute in restaurants, 
drug store counters, etc. 
Award tickets to your show- 
ing to girl whose lip im- 
pression best fills outline. 
Or imprint napkins for local 
distribution with copy: “See 


USE BRENDA’S PROBLEM IN STREET QUIZ 


In this picture Brenda Marshall marries Joel McCrea without telling 
him about being a spy in her past life. Inquiring reporter or man- 


Brenda Marshall, brilliant 


new screen discovery of 


in-the-street broadcast quizzes people on whether they think wom- 
en should tell their husbands everything or are they entitled to 


der avd 


1939 in ‘Espionage Agent’. 


withhold something. Award free tickets to the ten best replies. 





MORE EXCITEMENT TO SELL YOUR SHOWING ...PLEDGE CARDS... EDITORIAL... SCHOOL ACTIVITIES... LEGION AID 


Contests For 
School Kids 


Cooperate with the author- 
ities in sponsoring these 
contests among the chil- 
dren: 

(1) Locate on home-drawn 
maps the various U. S. consu- 
lates and embassies throughout 


the world. Arrange a lobby 
display of the winning entries. 


(2) Essay contest on origins 
and services performed by the 
consulates and embassies. 


Man-On-Street 
Excites Interest 


Picture presents problem 
about what State Depart- 
ment can do to block es- 
pionage agents in this coun- 
try. Use following question 
for man - on - the - street 
or school essay contest: 
“What steps do you think 
the United States Govern- 
ment can take to combat 
foreign espionage work?” 


SELL THE TIMELINESS 
.... IT'S NEWS! 


We haven’t singled out any 
one idea as the so called ‘big 
stunt’ of the campaign, be- 
cause we believe that the 
timeliness of the picture is 
the thing to sell. It’s in the 


ads, well used as a pattern 
for everything you do to ex- 
ploit this show. 


AND THAT'S HOW 
THE VITAPHONE 
TRAILER SELLS IT! 





Use Educational 
Selling Angles 


Stress educational features 
of picture by tieing in with 
organizations sponsoring 
citizenship classes, adult 
education classes, etc. Or 
interest your local radio sta- 
tion in devoting a fifteen- 
minute program to the steps 
necessary in becoming an 
American citizen, the pro- 
tection our Foreign Serv- 
ice gives citizens, etc. 


Legion Posts 
Support Show 


Contact organized groups 
to boost your showing of 
the picture. Enlist the sup- 
port of American Legion 
Posts, American Liberties 
Union, Rotary, Kiwanis, 
etc. Get their comments on 
America’s policy regarding 
counter espionage and neu- 
trality. Ask use of their 
mailing lists. 





CURRENT PUBLICITY—‘ESPIONAGE AGENT?’ “* 








From Federal Theatre To Film Stardom 
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Brenda Marshall, Hollywood’s most exciting star discovery this year, 
shares top star billing with Joel McCrea in “Espionage Agent,”’ the 
new Warner Bros. film now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


‘Espionage Agent ° Opening 
At Strand Theatre Today 


Warner Bros. Picture, Starring Joel McCrea 
And Brenda Marshall, Drama of Diplomats 





‘<Espionage Agent,’’ the new 
Warner Bros. picture starring Joel 
McCrea and Brenda Marshall, 
which opens at the Strand The- 
atre today, is a powerful and sen- 
sational drama of the unknown 
guardians of America’s peace dur- 
ing history’s most dangerous days. 

With almost magical prescience, 
the new picture, which was finished 
just before 
the outbreak 
of the war in 
Europe, fore- 
saw the very 
Sc tama atom 
which exists 
today, and it 
vividly depicts 
the danger to 
the nation 
which can be 
present even 
while the 
United States 
remains neu- 
tral in a war- 
ring world. 

It recalls 
the terribly destructive campaign 
of sabotage waged in this country 
even before the United States went 
into the World War of 1914-1918, 
and it warns the nation that steps 
should be taken to make the gov- 
ernment capable of coping with 
the forces which may be, and prob- 
ably are, engaged today in plan- 
ning again the same sort of indus- 
trial destruction throughout the 
nation. 
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Joel McCrea 


Making use of an exciting and 
romantic fictional plot against a 
background of authentic fact, the 
picture explains in vivid fashion 
how real the danger is. 


In the picture, the machinations 
of a ring of German spies are de- 
feated, but it is not through the 
efforts of governmental forces but 
only by the clever and courageous 
extra-legal activities of a young 
American diplomat and the girl 
who, he learns after he has mar- 


ried her, has been a tool of that 
spy ring. 

These are the roles played by 
McCrea and Miss Marshall — she 
is the darkly beautiful actress re- 
eruited by Warner Bros. from the 
stage and given a star’s role in 
her very first picture. Others in 
the cast include Jeffrey Lynn, 
George Bancroft, Stanley Ridges, 
Nana Bryant, James Stephenson 
and Martin Kosleck. 

The sereen play, which was writ- 
ten by Warren Duff, Michael Fes- 
sier and Frank Donoghue, was 
based on an original story by Rob- 
ert Buekner, and the production 
was directed by Lloyd Bacon. 


Brenda Marshall 
WPA Theatre Grad 


Brenda Marshall, co starred with 
Joel McCrea in ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. picture 
opening today at the Strand The- 
atre, is the last ‘‘graduate’’ of 
the Federal Theatre Project to be 
given a chance for fame and for- 
tune in Hollywood. 

Miss Marshall obtained her first 
‘legitimate’? role in a Federal 
Theatre production of George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s ‘‘On The Rocks,’’ 
which closed in New York last 
December. 

She is looked upon as the last 
gift to moviedom by the recently 
disbanded theatre project. 

While appearing in the Shaw 
play, Miss Marshall was given 
three screen tests and the third 
one was the lucky one. Warner 
Bros. executives, after viewing the 
test, wired Miss Marshall to fly to 
Hollywood on May 4th. She ar- 
rived on the 5th and was cast op- 
posite Joel McCrea on May 10th. 
Director Lloyd Bacon has predict- 
ed that the former Federal The- 
atre girl will soon be recognized 
as one of the leading dramatic ac- 
tresses in Hollywood. 


(Review ) 


‘Espionage Agent’ Thrilling 
Picture of Wartime Sabotage 


Joel McCrea as United States ‘Career Man’ Abroad, and New 
Star Discovery, Brenda Marshall, Star in Timely 





Warner Bros. Picture Now at Strand 





All its notable past achievemenis in being first on 
the sereen with timely stories have been topped by the 
Warner Bros. Studio with “Espionage Agent,”’ the sensa- 
tional film starring Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall 
which opened yesterday at the Strand Theatre. 


Since it takes a certain amount 
of time to get a picture to the 
screen after the last shot has 
been filmed, it is certain that 
“Espionage Agent” was written 
and photographed before the out- 
break of the European war, and 
yet it applies with vivid authen- 
ticity to the situation in which 
the United States finds itself to- 
day — the powerful neutral in a 
world of warring nations. 

Tt recalls the terrible campaign 
of sabotage which resulted in the 
loss of many lives and the des- 
truction of millions of dollars 
worth of property in the year or 
two before the United States en- 
tered the World War of 1914- 
1918. It warns that, with the 
outbreak of another war in Eu- 
rope, the same type of sabotage 
campaign could be expected in 
this country, for in spite of the 
neutrality law’s prohibition 
against supplying warring nations 
with the actual implements of 
warfare, we will become, if we 
have not already, the main 
source of supplying the war-torn 
nations with the necessities of 
life, and they are just as impor- 
tant as arms and ammunition in 
the modern warfare of attrition. 

There is an unusual love story 
involving Joel McCrea as a young 
“career man” in the diplomatic 





service and Miss Marshall as a 
homeless, orphaned girl who has 
become the tool of a foreign spy 
ring. The young diplomat mar- 
ries the girl, and then he is forced 
to resign from the service when 
the truth about her past comes 
out. 

Partly to redeem himself and 
his wife, but mainly to protect 
his country against a potent dan- 


. ger, the former career man and 


his wife set out on a hazardous 
endeavor to circumvent by them- 
selves the plotting of the spy ring 
for which the girl once worked. 
They succeed brilliantly, but the 
manner of their success, while it 
gives the picture the conven- 
tional happy ending, leaves the 
spectator very much aware that 
this country must defend itself 
against potential saboteurs by 
much more direct and more surely 
efficacious means than the extra- 
legal activities of a pair of volun- 
teer counter-espionage agents. 

If it weren’t for the timeliness 
of this picture, the most interest- 
ing fact about it would undoubt- 
edly be the fact that it marks 
the screen debut of Miss Mar- 
shall, whom the Warner studio 
snatched from a fledgling stage 
career and thrust right into the 


leading feminine role of a big 
production. This girl is clearly 
destined for assured stardom, for 
she is beautiful in a strange, exo- 
tic fashion that recalls no other 
actress on the screen today and 
she has an undeniable acting tal- 
ent that was given full scope in 
her very first picture. 

McCrea makes, as is to be ex- 
pected, a very engaging and 
forceful hero, and he proves that 
he is just as effective in the for- 
mal attire of a young diplomat 
as in the habiliments of the more 
rough-and-ready roles in which he 
has been seen mainly of late. 

As McCrea’s pal, Jeffrey Lynn 
is seen to fine advantage, lend- 
ing the picture a charm and an 
occasional note of lightness that 
is altogether welcome. A force- 
ful portrayal is that of George 
Bancroft as a noted newspaper 
correspondent stationed in Gen- 
eva, while Martin Kosleck, as the 
chief of the spy ring, adds lustre 
to the reputation as a character 
actor which he won as the “Goeb- 
bels” of “Confession of a Nazi 
Spy.” Other effective character- 
izations are contributed by Stan- 
ley Ridges, James Stephenson 
and Nana Bryant. 

Much of the picture’s air of 
authenticity is due to the under- 
standing direction of Lloyd Bacon 
and just as much of the credit 
must be assigned to the well 
written screen play of Warren 
Duff, Michael Fessier and Frank 
Donoghue, which was based on 
Robert Buckner’s story. 





Jeff Lynn Gives His Idea 
Of What Wife Should Be 





Young Actor Now Playing in ‘Espionage Agent’ 
Unwed, Still Looking for That Ideal Gal 





There are girls and girls—but 
the girl Jeffrey Lynn would have 
for a wife seems to be one such as 
he has not yet met. 

The young New England actor 
entered into a discussion of what 
a wife should be with the happily 
wedded Joel McCrea on the set of 
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Jeffrey Lynn, now featured in 
“Espionage Agent’ at Strand. 


‘Espionage Agent,’’ the Warner 
Bros. picture opening today at 
the Strand Theatre. 

And it all started because Jeff- 
rey Lynn had a minor ease of in- 
digestion, ‘‘from eating in res- 
taurants.’’ Seriously pointing a 
finger at McCrea, Lynn remarked, 
‘¢T need a wife, a wife that can 
cook, manage my house, drive a 
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car, and be a swell partner.’’ 

McCrea thought Jeffrey was kid- 
ding but soon realized that the 
bugaboo of lonesomeness was 
creeping up on the young Warner 
Bros. featured player. Jeff con- 
tinued his wifely specifications 
with: 

‘You know, I’m probably hard 
to please, as I’m looking for a 
wife like my dad got. 

““She should like sports—tennis, 
swimming and boating. No after- 
noon playing around—except for 
occasional hen parties. I want her 
to be at the door when I get home 
at night. Maybe if she were a 
writer, a painter or a musician, it 
would help our family life to- 
gether.’’ 

Questioning by the now inter- 
ested MeCrea brought out these 
further specifications for the fu- 
ture Mrs. Lynn: 

She must be between 5 feet 3 
inches and 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weight around 110 to 125, may be 
blonde or brunette, but not a red- 
head, must be a fashionable dress- 
er but not an extremist. Most of 
all, she must have a real sense of 
humor. 

And she must like children for 
Jeffrey admits he is looking for- 
ward to being the father of four 
children—two boys and two girls. 


Anonymous Debut 


Joel McCrea made his debut be- 
fore the Warner Bros. cameras in 
the star role of ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ which opens today at the 
Strand Theatre. In his first five 
scenes he worked with his back 
squarely turned to the camera. 


George Bancroft 
Plays Reporter 
In Comeback 


Former Star Featured in 
‘Espionage Agent’ 


George Bancroft advances an- 
other step on the tortuous Hol- 
lywood comeback trail by virtue 
of a fine performance in ‘‘ Espio- 
nage Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. 
film opening today at the Strand 
Theatre which tells a story that 
might have been plucked bodily 
from yesterday’s and today’s 
headlines telling the news of Eu- 
rope and its effect on the United 
States. 

Bancroft portrays a foreign 
newspaper correspondent in the 
Joel McCrea- Brenda Marshall 
starrer and, as such, he draws a 
striking parallel to a situation now 
existing in war-torn Europe which 
has summoned countless famous 
journalists to the short-wave radio 
microphones to deliver colorful 
commentaries on the existing sit- 
uation. 

‘“‘T’m working again after a 
layoff of nearly two years,’’ ex- 
plains the once-famous star of such 
productions as ‘‘Thunderbolt’’ 
and ‘‘Underworld,’’ ‘‘so I’m per- 
fectly content. Hollywood has been 
good to me and I’m sure, though 
I know the odds are against me, 
that I’ll be up there on top again. 
If I don’t make the grade I’ll still 
be content if I can continue to go 
along like I have the last few 
months. ’’ 


Baneroft hasn’t changed much 
since the days when his star was 
at is zenith. A bit grayer his hair, 
perhaps, a few more lines in his 
face, but that is as far as the 
years have taken their toll. 

“<Tt isn’t the past that counts, ’’ 
he says. ‘‘It is the present . 
and the future.’’ 





BALLYHOO SELLS THIS TIMELY HEADLINE BOMBSHELL . 
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IN THE LOBBY... 


SPOTLIGHT GLOBE DISPLAY 


Spotlight a large globe of the world or map of Europe on 
a table in a conspicuous spot in your lobby. Put small 
American flags on every important city. Display board 
behind globe reads: “Every American flag represents an 
American agent of the Foreign Service whose guiding 
motto is “To Create Good Will and Common Understand- 
ing Among Governments and People — To Promote and 
Protect the Interests of the United States and Its Cit- 
izens’.” Stills from picture and playdate complete display. 





CLOCKS IN LOBBY SELL FILM 


Place number of clocks in your lobby and set them at 
times corresponding to different parts of the world. (When 
it’s noon in New York City, it is 5 p. m. in London; 6 p. m. 
in Berlin; 7 p. m. in Moscow; 10 p. m. in India; midnight 
in French Indo-China; 1 a. m. in Manchukuo; 2 a. m. in 
Korea; 3 a. m. in Guam and 4 a. m. in New Zealand.) 
Copy on display board alongside the clocks reads: “In 
every country of the world, every hour of the day, one of 
America’s Foreign Service agents is protecting your inter- 
ests abroad.” Same idea is good for jewelry window tie-up. 


USE HEADLINES FOR ATTENTION 


Today’s newspaper headlines will make a sock display for 
your lobby. A blow-up of still CM 429 breaks through 
in the center with copy above reading:” A Story Torn 
from Today’s Headlines — The Thrilling Drama of Uncle 
Sam’s Foreign Service — Joel McCrea and Brenda Mar- 
shall in ‘ESPIONAGE AGENT’.” 


DISPLAY PICS OF CONSULATES 


Arrange a lobby display of pictures of our various consu- 
lates and embassies throughout the world and any pamph- 
lets or material issued by the department. Obtain dis- 
play material from your local library or from the Depart- 
ment of State in Washington, D. C. 


NEWS FLASHES FOR PATRONS 


Promote teletype machine locally and set up in lobby. Ar- 
range to have latest news flashes transmitted, perhaps in tie- 
up with newspaper. Ad copy displayed above machine 
ties in timeliness of ‘Espionage Agent.” 


IN THE STREET... 


FIND ‘ESPIONAGE AGENT’ 


Tie up with local merchants in conducting a ‘Find the 
Espionage Agent” search. Announce that a man of cer- 
tain description will be in specified stores at specified times. 
People are asked to identify him as the Strand Theatre 
espionage agent and in return receive free tickets to your 
showing. Cue the search with this line: “Be a Counter- 
Espionage Agent.” 





SURPRINT WAR EXTRAS 


With today’s headlines being what they are, it shouldn’t 
be amiss to surprint a few thousand copies and distribute 
around town yesterday’s papers with some appropriate 
copy, viz.: “‘Wherever There’s Trouble, Uncle Sam’s 
Agents Protect You! See ESPIONAGE AGENT at the 
Strand Theatre Starting Friday.” 





NEWSPAPERS... LOBBY... STREET... RADIO 








U. S. TROUBLESHOOTERS 


Make up a lobby display board of ace troubleshooters from 
all fields. Head display with blow-up of still CM 437, 
“troubleshooters of Uncle Sam’s Foréign Service who 
guard the frontiers against intrigues and plots.” Group 
around this still some photos of G-Men and T-Men, the 
Government’s troubleshooters, and any other local ace 
troubleshooters (from the telephone company, police or 
fire force, etc.). Billing and playdate complete display. 


= 


9 FT. CUT-OUT FROM 24-SHEET = 


The twenty-four sheet can be utilized for a giant attention- 
getter for your marquee or lobby. Cut out the figures of 
McCrea and Brenda Marshall, making a giant nine-foot 
cut-out. To add to the display for your lobby, light the 
ball from behind with flasher lights. 


IN THE PAPERS... 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
What is the ESPIONAGE AGENT’S password? This 


stunt can be utilized to create some word-of-mouth for 
your showing via newspaper contest. Announce that a 
certain word will be hidden somewhere in the ads on a 
particular day, possibly in five different ads. The.adea is 
for contestants to find this password, list the ads in which 
it was found and then come to the theatre to be admitted. 


‘SPY’ INTERVIEW 


Find localite who has had some experiences, as a war vet- 
eran, traveler, or professional story teller, who might thus 
be an actual wartime spy or foreign service man, to tie in 
his European adventures with those of characters in the 
picture. 


CLASSIFIED CONTEST 


Plant in the classified ad section of local newspaper coded 
names of local people selected from your mailing list. 
Readers identifying their names receive free tickets to your 
showing. Box on top of page announces stunt and gives 
partial or entire key to code used. 

















“ Follow News Flashes 
With Plugs Like This:— 


“Cities bombed from the air, ships torpe- 
doed at sea, troops marching, marching .. . 
today all Europe is at war. Here in America 
there is peace and protecting that peace 
abroad are Uncle Sam’s foreign service ca- 













reer men — unknown and unsung trouble- 
shooters, who this very day are watching 
over America’s citizens and their interests. 










See the thrilling story of international in- 
trigue in ‘Espionage Agent’ starring Joel 
McCrea and Brenda Marshall, now at the 
Strand Theatre.” (Add policy.) 





CURRENT PUBLICITY—‘ESPIONAGE AGENT?’ 








Joel McCrea Would Be Ace 
G-Man, Avers Former Agent 


Leon Turrou, Man Who Smashed Nazi Spy Ring 
In This Country, Compliments Star of 
‘Espionage Agent,’ at Strand 


Joel McCrea, in the opinion of 
Leon G. Turrou, who knows about 
such things, would make an ideal 
government undercover agent if 
he were given the opportunity. 

Turrou knows whereof he 


speaks, for he is the former ace 
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Joel McCrea, currently starring 
in Warner Bros.’ timely film, 
“Espionage Agent,” at the 
Strand Theatre. 


G-Man who broke the Nazi spy 
ring just a little over a year ago. 
His opinions of McCrea were ex- 
pressed following the Hollywood 
preview of Warner Bros.’ ‘‘Es- 
plonage Agent,’’ a spectacular ex- 
pose of efforts of foreign agents 
and saboteurs. to undermine the 
American government, which is 
currently showing at the Strand 
Theatre. 

The picture, so timely that it 
might have been written since that 
fateful Sunday, Sept. 3, but which, 
in fact, had been completed and 
‘¢in the can,’’ so to speak, sev- 





eral weeks prior to the outbreak of 
war in Europe, has been released 
to the theatres of the world only 
a few short weeks after the actual 
outbreak of hostilites and the pre- 
liminary events it predicts. 

McCrea portrays an American 
career diplomat who is ‘‘broken’’ 
out of the service through no fault 
of his own and who, to redeem 
himself, in the eyes of his supe- 
riors, becomes a self-appointed un- 
dereover agent for -the United 
States. 

His hazardous exloits in Europe 
eventually—but, sad to say, only 
in the film—result in the enact- 
ment of legislation by the Amer- 
ican Congress to choke off the 
activities of foreign agents in this 
nation. 

Turrou, who has been in Holly- 
wood most of the time since he 
resigned from the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice, asserted McCrea 
would be an excellent real life 
counterpart of his screen charac- 
terization because he ‘‘resembles 
the cinema conception of the un- 
dercover agent as little as pos- 
sible.’? 

‘‘Warners ought to be congrat- 
ulated on their selection for the 
leading role in this very timely 
and fascinating picture,’’ Turrou 
said. ‘‘Nine out of ten producers 
would have chosen a sleek, men- 
acing character for the part, be- 
cause that seems to be the concep- 
tion of what an undercover agent 
must look like. Precedent would 
seem to hold that an undercover 
man must literally shriek of his 
profession. Actually, of course, 
such is far from the case. The 
typical sereen undercover man 


wouldn’t last five days in the 
business. 
‘¢McCrea, however, would do 


very well in the profession. He has 
all the qualities, in real life, as 
well as on the screen, to make him 
an immense success in the hazard- 
ous business. He is tall, hand- 
some, has a charming personality 
and a great deal of intelligence. 
Moreover, from personal contact 
wth him, I know that he has one 
other characteristic that would 
serve him well as an undercover 
man—personal modesty.’’ 


[_SHorTS and STICKS] 


One of the costliest ‘‘props’’ 
ever used in a motion picture is 
seen in one of the early scenes of 
‘<Bspionage Agent,’’?’ now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. The 
' ¢¢prop’’ is a duplicate of the se- 
eret coding and decoding machine 
which has just been built for the 
U. S. Department of State. In 
the picture the machine is used to 
show Joel McCrea and Jeffrey 
Lynn, who play young diplomats, 
how messages can be automatical- 
ly encoded and decoded. There 
are 2,732 original codes incorpo- 
rated in the machine. 


Henry Victor, although he is an 
Englishman and a young one, at 
that, has played in motion pictures 
filmed in nine countries abroad, 
ranging from Iceland to Italy. He 
recently attracted wide attention 
as one of the brutal Gestapo 
agents in ‘‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy,’’ and is currently playing a 
conscienceless but brave Continent- 
al spy in ‘‘Espionage Agent.’’ 


Brenda Marshall is one girl who 
has a genuine ‘‘Sugar Daddy.’’ 
He is Otto Peter Ankerson, of the 
Philippine Islands, and he is not 
only her real daddy but also the 
owner of one of the largest sugar 
plantations on the islands. Brenda 
is currently making her film debut 
in ‘‘Espionage Agent.’’ 


Most actors have one lucky 
charm—but Joel McCrea, star of 
‘“Espionage Agent,’’ the Warner 
Bros. picture now playing at the 
Strand Theatre, fondles two such 
mementos before stepping before 
the camera. His favorite lucky 
piece is a poker chip once owned 
by ‘‘Wild Bill’’ Hickox and his 
second—and just as lucky—is a 
moonstone heart he has carried 
for nearly ten years. Needless to 
say the charms are just about 
priceless to him. 


Jeffrey Lynn amused the cast 
of ‘‘ Espionage Agent,’’ the War- 
ner Bros. picture opening next Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, when 
he admitted that he could not be- 
come accustomed to the two serv- 
ants and chauffeur he acquired 
with the nine room house he re- 
cently rented in Beverly Hills. The 
young actor said he had_ twice 
driven away from his new home 
and left his chauffeur in a quan- 
dary and that he had a foot race 


with his servants for the telephone 


every time the bell rang. 


Brenda Marshall gave Joel Me- 
Crea his first lesson in the fine art 
of ‘‘jitterbugging’’ between 
scenes of ‘‘ Espionage Agent,’’ the 
Warner Bros. picture now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre in 
which they are co-starred. 








Film Wardrobe 
Of New Star Is 


Fall Forecast 
By Helen Walter 


There is a brilliant forecast of 
late autumn fashions in the ward- 
robe Milo Anderson designed for 
Brenda Marshall’s screen debut 
opposite Joel McCrea in the War- 
ner Bros. film, ‘‘Espionage 
Agent,’’ which is currently show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 

The designer touches upon the 
importance of velvet in a deep 
brown suit which Brenda Marshall 
wears with a butter yellow crepe 
turban. The hat, wrapped so a 
thick roll gives a halo effect, has 
a streamer wimple searf. The in- 
teresting cut-away jacket has a 
bustle flare suggestion in back and 
in front has scroll embroidery of 
gold braid. 

Another old-fashioned material 
gets attention in a full-skirted, 
short-sleeved dress of wine duve- 
tyn. The accompanying poke bon- 
net is of the same fabric, but a 
note of contrast is brought in with 
giant choker beads and _ suede 
gloves of smokey blue. Still an- 
other fabric is revived in a prin- 
cess street dress of shepherd’s 
checked wool. 

On the streamlined side of the 
daytime picture Milo prophesies 
simplicity with a high-waisted 
frock of rose-beige flannel. For 
morning wear it is topped by a 
full-length swagger coat of dusty 
rose and bronze green plaid tweed, 
styled with tuxedo front. For 
spectator sports wear, the dress is 
teamed with a matching turban 
and short, widely scalloped jack- 
et, fastened with brass buttons. 
For the cocktail hour it is topped 
by a hip-length silver fox cape. 

Indicative of the importance of 
draped gowns this year is a din- 
ner dress of changeable blue and 
yellow boucle jersey, patterned 
with shirred bodice and harem 
hemline. A formal evening gown 
of cafe au lait crepe falls in soft 
drapery from a high criss-cross 
halter neckline. With this Brenda 
wears elbow-length matching doe- 
skin gloves. 

A stunning evening dress of pis- 
tachio green satin is cut on prin- 
cess lines, has its decollete out- 
lined in crystal bead embroidery, 
and has a bias fold of self-fabric 
draped across the back and 
brought to the front to form a 
halter neckline. Another effective 
formal is long-sleeved ivory chif- 
fon, with a red coat. 








Learned Economy 
As ‘Barter’ Actor 


Nomination for the most con- 
servative spender in films is Jeff- 
rey Lynn, whose record was es- 
tablished four years ago when he 
spent a season with the Barter 
Theatre Players 
in Abingdon, 
Va. ‘At this 
theatre, the 
players received 
their compensa- 
tion not in 
eash, but in 
sacks of pota- 
toes, ears of 
corn, free laun- 
dry service, or 
whatever else 
the patrons bar- 
tered for their 
tickets, and 
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Jeffrey Lynn 


then the actors had to swap these 


for home-cooked meals or other 
things they particularly stood in 
need of. 

Lynn landed in the Virginia 
city with $25 in cash, and he hus- 
banded this sum so carefully that 
even though he got no cash com- 
pensation during the summer, he 
managed to pay his train fare 
back to New York in the autumn 
and arrived there with $5 still in 
his wallet. 


Jeff’s latest Warner Bros. pie- 
ture is ‘‘ Espionage Agent,’’ now 
showing at the Strand Theatre. 
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Brenda Marshall Switches 
From Fan to Star Overnight 


Dark-Eyed Beauty Making Film Debut In 
‘Espionage Agent’ At Strand Is Still 
Movie-Struck Star Gazer 


‘<Tt’s all so confusing,’’ Brenda 
Marshall said. 

She had just finished a scene 
for ‘‘Espionage Agent,’’ the 
Warner Bros. picture now playing 
at the Strand Theatre. She had 
pulled the tiny beret she wore in 
the scene off her head, and was 
sitting, her lovely legs tucked un- 
der her, on a little iron stool. 

She smiled engagingly. ‘‘ Just 
five or six months ago, I was learn- 
ing the rudiments of acting, on a 
Broadway Federal Theatre play, 
Shaw’s ‘On The Rocks.’ Gee, I 
thought I was good. People kept 
telling me I had talent, and to 
keep hoping. 

‘And so, things came to pass— 
studio officials evidently thought I 
had talent—for here I am at the 
Warner studio, pinching myself 
daily and—a movie star 

“‘T was a star. worshipper, like 
many other girls. I’ve been work- 
ing with Joel McCrea now for ten 
days, and there are two parts of 
me—two separate persons, it 
seems, almost. I watch him as a 
fellow artist and actor, and then, 
pouf, suddenly I get off in a cor- 
ner, and there I am gazing at 
him as a movie star—not even 
real, or not even anyone I know. 
I really have to keep pinching my- 
self to make the star-Joel McCrea 
go away, and the actor-Joel Me- 
Crea, the nice, easy-going, tall, 
blue-eyed friend I have made in 
Hollywood, return to focus. 

‘And another thing that makes 
me wonder a bit is the friendly 
way people treat me. Back in New 
York, acting in a play, gee—you 
weren’t big stuff. But here I am, 
with people looking at me, inter- 
viewing me, solicitous for my 
every comfort ...’’ 

The interview stopped sudden- 
ly as Brenda was called back to 
the scene. She left with a wide 
grin from her broad, red mouth, 
and a twinkle in her blue eyes. 

For the scene Brenda was re- 
quired to gasp out several words, 
look around dizzily, and then 
faint in a heap on the floor. She 
listened gravely to Director Lloyd 





‘Electricians Best 
Critics — Director 


Director Lloyd Bacon spends 
half of his time looking up in the 
air while he is directing a picture. 
Many of his associates wondered 
and guessed at the reason for the 
skyward glances and finally asked 
him. The director of Warner Bros.’ 
‘“Kspionage Agent,’’ which opens 
today at the Strand Theatre, ex- 
plained: ‘‘The only way I ean tell 
whether a scene is really good or 
not is by looking up at the elec- 
tricians on the parallel above the 
set. If the boys are watching the 
action, I know we have a good, in- 
teresting and worthwhile scene. 
But if the boys are hidden back 
in the shadows, I know it is time 
to cut and call for a retake.’’ 


Once Cowpuncher, Joel 
McCrea Now Plays Dude 


Joel McCrea recently played a 
new type of role and much to his 
amazement, he enjoyed it. 


The young actor-rancher usually 
is seen in dramas of the wide open 
spaces, but his latest role is that 
of a young but polished diplomat 
in the service of the U. S. State 
Department. 


The role is the lead in ‘‘ Espio- 
nage Agent,’’ the Warner Bros. 
picture currently showing at the 
Strand Theatre, and in it McCrea 
indulges in plots and counter plots, 
duels of wits and connivings with 
spies and wily diplomats. 


Bacon as he outlined how it was 
to be done—how she was to fall 
and how Joel McCrea was to kneel 
and pick her up. 

The cameras started, she spoke 
her lines, looked around as had 
been planned, and suddenly faint- 
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Lovely Brenda Marshall, new 
star discovery, makes her film 
debut in “Espionage Agent’ at 
the Strand. 


ed dead away, crumpling up on 
the floor soundlessly. The scene 
looked good, but there were minor 
imperfections, and three more 
times Brenda went through the 
action, until the scene had been 
taken perfectly. 

Brenda picked up her beret, 
dusted it off, and walked back to 
the low stool she had been sitting 
on. 

‘Well, at least they’re not all 
scenes you have to faint dead away 
in,’’ she remarked. ‘‘I guess it’s 


‘lucky for me they aren’t.’’ 


She pulled her skirt above one 
knee, and displayed a torn stock- 
ing, and a red, bruised knee—the 
knee she had been falling on dur- 
ing all of the ‘‘takes.’’ 


Considers Spy 
Role His Duty 


It took Hollywood many weeks 
to straighten out- the matter of 
Nicolai Yoshkin, he actor of whom 
Einstein wrote: ‘‘Seldom in my 
life have I seen such an artistic 
expression of emotion’’; and Mar- 
tin Kosleck, the motion picture 
character man, of whom Edouard 
Benes said, ‘‘He had remarkable 
powers of character penetration.’’ 


His role as the German propa- 
ganda minister, who strutted, fa- 
voring a lame foot, while he railed 
at Americans, their conception 
of justice and free speech, electri- 
fied filmgoers who saw ‘‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy’’ several 
months ago, and he is just as im- 
pressive as a slick and oily Nazi 
spy in ‘‘Espionage Agent,’’ the 
timely Warner Bros. film. 

““T do not relish the sort of 
roles I have been playing,’’ Kos- 
leek (who was known as Nicolai 
Yoshkin in Europe) says, ‘‘but it 
seems to me as if it is the duty 
of somebody to make pictures 
which show up the penctration of 
sinister influences in American 
life, and if it seems to the film 
producers that I can help them 
convey the idea, I believe that I 
am doing something constructive 
and something that will help to 
awaken the American people to 
the need of protection.’’ 

Kosleck played in ‘‘The Broth- 
ers Karamazov’’ at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse, and has al- 
ternated between his paintings and 
his film appearances for a year. 
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